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Fro m t h e Pr e s i d e n t

Dwaine Robey

We are well into a new year and 
its time to plan for some upcoming 
activities.

Now is the time to start planning 
for fall big game hunts.

Handi-buddies interested in big 
game hunts should submit 2012 
Big Game Hunt Request forms as 

soon as possible. Please see the hunt request form 
included in this newsletter or visit the Outdoor 
Buddies website to obtain the form.

Now is also a good time to make plans to attend 
the Outdoor Buddies Banquet at The Wildlife 
Experience on Saturday, March 31st. Our annual 
banquet is one of the most important events of the 
year. The proceeds from the raffles and auctions 
at the banquet provide necessary funds for us to 
operate throughout the year. Even though we rely 
on unpaid volunteers to carry out activities, certain 
overhead expenses, such as liability insurance, costs 
associated with our newsletters, and several other 
expenses are unavoidable. Without the revenue 
from the annual banquet, we could not do the 
things we do.

Banquet tickets are now on sale. Please see the 
banquet flyer included with this newsletter and 
purchase your tickets early.

This year, we are selling tickets for three raffle 
prizes prior to the banquet. The winners of the 
raffles will be drawn at the banquet on March 31st. 
We can use your help in selling raffle tickets. The 
raffle prizes are:

• Burris Spotting Scope with tripod and hard 
       case.

• Weatherby 12 gauge semi-automatic shotgun.
• Cow Elk Hunt with Sangre de Cristo Outfitters 

      and Randy Couture as your guide
The price of raffle tickets is $5 each or 5 tickets 

for $20. Please let me know if you want to purchase 
tickets for yourself and/or want to get some raffle 
tickets to sell to your friends. I will arrange to get 
the tickets to you. Your help with selling some raffle 
tickets will be greatly appreciated!

You can reach me by E-mail at president@
outdoorbuddies.org or by telephone at (719) 783-
9044.

The Hunting Season I Almost Missed

By Ray Guerra
My hunting for the 2011 season had basically 

come and gone for me because of unforeseen 
circumstances, medical and family responsibilities.

The fall colors and scent of the change in season 
was with me daily as I watched the sunrise in the 
East as I did my morning chores outside.

Memories of hunting encampments with friends, 
stories of hunts around the campfire, true or 
embellished, yanked my mind to the hunts of the 
past seasons.

Outdoor Buddies came to my rescue and gave me 
a shot in the arm; a shot of Mother Nature which I 
really needed.

Dwaine Robey was able to arrange a hunt for 
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me at Wolf Springs Ranch outside of Westcliffe 
Colorado.

If you have never been there and experienced the 
natural beauty of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, 
you must treat your eyes to this place. Sangre de 
Cristo, translated is Blood of Christ and they are 
as beautiful as any in the Rocky Mountain Range.

As we were scoping the ranch for any sign of elk, 
I could not help moving my binoculars upward to 
the peaks and marvel at the view. 

Suddenly, a vehicle pulled up and this man, 
who looked like he should be dismounting a horse 
instead of a car and looked like he came from the 
late 1800’s, exited his vehicle and directed us to a 
small herd of elk that he had spotted when coming 
into the ranch.

This gentleman is referred to as the Buffalo Man; 
he manages the Bison herd at Wolf Springs Ranch. 
He is a wonderful individual.

Rob Adams, my able-buddy helper, and I drove to 

the location of the elk.
The elk, spooked by our presence, started to run 

to a trail going into the pines and out of harms way. 
One cow slowed and stopped as I followed her with 
my scope.

Rob said, “She is a big cow, take her!” I squeezed 
off a round from my 7MM-08. She dropped in her 
tracks; a shot to the neck did the job.

The hunt was over as quickly as it began. We had 
the elk quartered and bagged in my Jeep by 12:30 
the first morning of the hunt.

The only down side to this hunt was I was leaving 
much too soon, with the Sangre de Christos behind 
me.

Thanks to Dwaine and Rob for all their help. And 
special thanks to Wayne, the Buffalo Man, and all 
the great people at Wolf Springs Ranch.

Ch r i st m as ca m e e a r ly t h i s y e a r!
By Frank Ziegenfus

Larry Sanford, Wally Hunt, and I left for Cortez 
on the morning of December 14, 2011.  Our 
purpose was to participate in a buffalo hunt the 
next day.

I won the hunt at the Outdoor Buddies banquet 
last March.  I have to admit that I daydreamed many 
hours in the months leading up to this adventure.  

On December 15, the long awaited hunt had 
finally arrived.  That morning Larry’s truck 
would not start.  A gentleman at Motel 8 (fine 
accommodations) helped start our truck with his 
jumper cables.  We were finally on our way.

A few minutes later we had arrived at the town of 
Yellow Jacket and the Neely Bison Ranch.  We were 
greeted warmly by the ranch owner, Rocky Neely.  
We discussed aspects of the hunt with him.  We 
were also welcomed by Rocky’s wife Beverly and 
his son Chris.  They all made us feel right at home.

Shortly thereafter the four of us got in Rocky’s 
truck to get going.  I have to admit I had butterflies 
throughout my body.

Not long after our start we saw bison – a herd of 
100 animals.  Herd bulls mixed in with younger 
bulls, cows, and calves.  They were certainly 
impressive.

Left to right: Ray, Wayne, and Rob with Ray’s cow elk.
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We followed the herd for some time.  Then we got 
out and Rocky pointed out the bull (ear tag #913) 
that he wanted me to harvest.  It was very difficult 
on my part to keep track of #913.  I didn’t bring my 
binoculars.  With my scope set on a 3X it was hard 
to track #913 with my somewhat poor eyesight.  
When I thought I saw the bull come into the clear, 
I fired.  On my behalf the cows have horns too.  I 
mistakenly shot a cow.  

I felt horrible but Rocky said he had made that 
mistake in the past himself.  Larry kindly offered  
to buy the cow as a present for family members, so 
this let me off of the hook, and I could still go after 
a bull.

We eventually 
got within 
100 yards of 
my bull and 
I hit it twice 
through the 
lungs.  It just 
kept walking 
and returned to 
grazing.  After 
quite some 

time, we got within 25 yards of the bull.  Rocky 
told me to shoot it in the neck.  That finished my 
hunt on a positive note.

The bull weighed 1800 pounds and the cow 800.  
Chris then transported the animals back to the barn 
for gutting, skinning, and quartering.  We loaded 
both animals into Larry’s truck. 

I was amazed that all 4 shots passed completely 
through the animals.  I give a vote of confidence 
to my .300 Weatherby and the 200 grain Nosler 
partition bullets I was using.

My utmost thanks to the Neely family for 
sponsoring the most unbelievable experience of my 
life!  I also want to thank both Larry Sanford and 
Wally Hunt for without their participation this 
hunt would not have been possible for me.

On the road home the temperature went as low 
as -14 degrees so there was no problem cooling the 
meat down.  It was frozen solid when we arrived at 
my place in the wee hours of Friday morning.

Me a d ow Sp r i n g s An t e lo p e Hu n t

Mark Kelim
 
Ready for another exciting Antelope hunt on 

Meadow Springs Ranch, we signed in and were 
given Ray Linebaugh and Robert Kelly as our 
guides.  Wanting to hunt on familiar ground we 
headed south where we found a nice sized herd not 
far from where I got a buck last year.  Unfortunately, 
they were on a small section that was private and 
another hunter was waiting for them to cross over. 
We decided to go north. On the way Robert was 
asked to help other hunters, so we picked up Ray’s 
wife Kaye.

It wasn’t long before we spotted another herd 
bedded  down  to  the  northwest.  Ray  and  my
cousin Vince  came up  with a plan.  Like  last year,
our plan was to get  out of the  van  and try to 
wheel up on them.  My brother-in-law Larry, Vince, 
and I drove around to a lower area out of sight of 
the herd. I got out and headed to the top of the 
knoll, which didn’t seem that far away.  After about 
200 yards, over cactus and prairie dog holes,  I was 
thinking there was a reason I got a “shoot from 
vehicle permit”.  We made it to the top of the knoll, 
with Larry holding the wheelchair and Vince the 
gun mount so I could avoid most of the hazards.  It 
had to be a sight for Ray and Kaye watching… two 
guys try to get some fool into position for a shot. 

With all the 
c o m m o t i o n 
coming up 
the hill, 
s u r p r i s i n g l y , 
the plan worked 
perfectly.    All 
except   the  
buck were still 
down.  Looking 
through the 

scope,  Vince  helped  me  focus  on the largest 
doe, she decided to get up and shake off something 
clearly annoying her.  Not giving me a good shot, 
as she was facing me, another crossed through the 
scope stopping in front of two still lying down.  
Back to the first which now has a buck frustratingly 
standing behind her.  I go back and forth for quiet 
awhile only to have something go wrong at the last 
second.  Finally, one near the back at 180 yards was 
standing broadside.  I didn’t hesitate having almost 

Rocky,  left,  and my bull.

Ray,  left,  and my doe, below.
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bitten  down  on the  mouth  trigger  a few times 
earlier and luckily drop her where she stood.  

Thanks to all the Outdoor Buddies at Meadow 
Springs Ranch and to Vince, Larry, Ray and lady 
luck Kaye for a wonderful hunt!

Wat e r f ow l

Hunt Committee Chairman –Larry Sanford 

Swift Ponds This year at Swift Ponds we will be 
able to hunt every week on Wednesdays. We can 
hunt on weekends alternating between Saturdays 
and Sundays every other week.  

Sterling We have another property east of Sterling 
where we can hunt.  Scheduled dates for these hunts 
will also be sent out to those on email list.

Fort Collins area We will have goose hunts north 
of Fort Collins with Craig Hunter.  These hunts 
will be out of pits.

Hunters will be contacted with details about 
upcoming hunts. 
Larry Sanford
4215 Bonnel l  Dr. ,  Loveland, CO 80537
H-970-663-7852; C-970-218-5356

Outdoor Buddies Family Day 
at Swift Ponds 
By Larry Sanford

Last years Family Day at Swift Ponds was a lot of 
fun with all of the great additions to Swift Ponds 
like the pavilion, handicap accessible fishing dock, 
gas grill and all of the up grades around the ponds.
Folks caught and released a lot of fish such as large 
perch, largemouth  bass, crappie  and blue gill. 
Archery was a hit with the families who attended 
also!

This year’s 2012 Family Day looks to be an even 
bigger hit! I would like to invite each and every one 
of you and your family and friends to The Family 
Day at Swift Ponds for 2012! It will be held on June 
30th 2012 from 9AM to 4PM at Swift Ponds. Food 
will be served at noon. Bring your fishing gear and 
folding chairs etc.. for a fun filled day of friends, 
family and fellowship!

This year there are bathrooms with running water 
that are chair accessible as well as all of the other 

improvements!
I ’m looking for volunteers to help make up a 

team to make this year's Outdoor Buddies Annual 
Family Day a continued success! (The more the 
merrier) We would love everyone’s input and ideas 
on activities to have even more fun activities to do! 

Please contact me with any ideas you may have 
as well as those of you who would like to help 
make this a great event and start to 2012. You can 
contact us by e-mail, phone, texting my cell phone 
or letters. We look foreword to seeing you all out at 
Swift Ponds on June 30th for Family Day!!!
Larry & Penny Sanford
4215 Bonnel l  Dr.  Loveland, CO 80537
C-970-218-5356; H-970-663-7852
LPBusy@comcast.net

2012 Ou t d o o r Bu d dy Hu n t Re qu e st s

By Larry Sanford,  Outdoor Buddies  VP

Wow! It’s time already to 
submit your Big Game Hunt 
Requests to hunt with Outdoor 
Buddies this year!

Please fill out the hunt 
request and send it to Big Game 
Hunt Committee to the address 
provided on the Hunt Request 

Form.
The Handi-Buddies who send in their hunt 

request in by Feb. 15th will be given preference 
of drawing one of Outdoor Buddies hunt slots. 
Everyone should have a request in by March 15th. 
This will give our Big Game Hunt Committee a 
chance to place the hunters, contact those who have 
been assigned to an Outdoor Buddy hunt slot, and 
supply them with the Big Game hunt code which 
they need to for the Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
Big Game draw before the April, 3rd deadline.
We have a few opportunities’ for Antelope:

• Trapper mine –Three slots are available.  You must 
apply through  an Outdoor Buddy Hunt Request.
• Wyoming – Call Larry Sanford ASAP! Deadline 
for Wyoming is March! 970-663-7852 or e-mail to 
LPbusy@comcast .net 
• Meadow Springs Ranch – All Handi-Buddies 
(disabled hunter w/Outdoor Buddies) can send in 
to  Colorado Parks  and Wildlife  and  apply for 












